Differences between chronic schizophrenic patients in the hospital and in the community.
Clinical differences between stable, chronic schizophrenic patients with long stays in the hospital and schizophrenic patients living in the community were investigated. Patients were matched for age, gender, and diagnosis. Hospitalized patients had more severe thought disorder and negative symptoms, and those in the community had a significantly higher incidence of depression and anxiety. The community-based patients were also receiving higher doses of neuroleptic drugs and had a higher incidence and severity of extra-pyramidal side effects. Results suggest that living in the community, despite its obvious benefits, may have its price in terms of the distressing effects of affective symptoms and neuroleptic side effects.